Escape the city and spend time in the heart of Victoria’s wine country, where rolling hills meet Italian family
traditions and a pace that naturally encourages you to slow down. This two-day itinerary captures what
defines Whitfield, its landscape, its people, and the everyday stories that shape life in the King Valley.

GETTING THERE: By Car - The journey is part of the experience
Tip for Travellers: Make regular stops to prevent fatigue. View TAC’s recommended driver rest stops

Route 1: Via the Hume Freeway Route 2: The Scenic Route - Maroondah Hwy
From Melbourne CBD or the western suburbs, From Melbourne’s eastern or southeastern suburbs,
take the Hume Freeway north to Wangaratta or travel via the Maroondah Hwy through the Yarra
Glenrowan, then follow the signs into the King Valley, continuing through Yea and Mansfield before
Valley. arriving in Whitfield. N
L]
t"‘ “'

GETTING THERE: By Public Transport - Relax and Take in the Views

For those who prefer to travel without a car: R ¢
Voo .

1: Catch a V/Line train 2: Take the V/Line Bus '

Southern Cross Station - Wangaratta Station Wangaratta Station - Whitfield (Valley View

Approx 2.5 hours Drive/Cheshunt Line)

Estimates costs: $11 one way Approx 1 hour

Estimated cost: $31 one way
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https://transport.vic.gov.au/plan-a-journey/maps/rest-area-map
https://transport.vic.gov.au/plan-a-journey/maps/rest-area-map
https://transport.vic.gov.au/plan-a-journey/maps/rest-area-map
https://www.tac.vic.gov.au/road-safety/pausestop

Whitfield Through the Seasons

Whitfield’s pace and flavour shift subtly across the year, making each visit
feel different:

e Autumn brings harvest time, busy kitchens and lingering lunches paired
with local wines

¢ Winter suits red wine, open fires and unhurried, quiet weekends

e Spring sees fresh produce return, vineyards awaken and the valley turn
green

¢ October and November feature a handful of food and wine celebrations,
including Weekend Fit for a King, La Dolce Vita Festival and
Muntoberfest, where visitors are welcomed alongside locals.

Local Tips Worth Knowing

» Hobbledehoy Café sometimes hosts relaxed Saturday-night cocktail
sessions with simple food pairings
o La Cantina offers preservative-free, vegan-friendly wines for something a
little different.
- o Gracebrook Wines offers seasonal paddock-to-plate meals in a
converted historic stable, allowing time to enjoy it properly
e The Mountain View Hotel gardens beside Jessie’s Creek are worth a
short wander before or after dinner
+ Whitfield Golf Club is community-run and centrally located, with a
relaxed, village feel rather than a formal clubhouse atmosphere.
e E-bikes are available from Valley View Caravan Park, making it easy to
explore without using a car

Where to Stay

Staying in Whitfield is straightforward and centred around comfort, warm
hosting and proximity to food and wine.

Accommodation ranges from the award-winning Valley View Caravan Park,
offering campsites, cabins and relaxed glamping-style stays, to
self-contained cottages and farm stays scattered throughout the valley. There
are also luxury stays on working farms and at wineries, where views and
quiet mornings come as part of the experience.

Wherever you stay, you feel like you're in your own little world, yet dinner,
cellar doors and the village are all close at hand.
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https://www.visitwangaratta.com.au/ATDW/Accommodation/Valley-View-Caravan-Park-56b25810266140594569a247
https://www.facebook.com/hobbledehoydistillery/
https://www.facebook.com/hobbledehoydistillery/
https://www.visitwangaratta.com.au/ATDW/Attractions/La-Cantina-King-Valley-5bbbe4bfc2f5d7e55dcff3bd
https://www.gracebrook.com.au/
https://www.gracebrook.com.au/
https://www.visitwangaratta.com.au/ATDW/Attractions/Mountain-View-Hotel-56b256d1d270154b45556790
https://www.visitwangaratta.com.au/ATDW/Accommodation/Valley-View-Caravan-Park-56b25810266140594569a247
https://www.winesofthekingvalley.com.au/weekend-fit-for-a-king/
https://www.winesofthekingvalley.com.au/la-dolce-vita-festival/

Day One: Arrive, Eat Well and Slow Down

Late Morning: Coffee and Getting Your Bearings

For food and wine travellers, the drive into Whitfield sets the mood. Arriving
via Wangaratta, farmland gives way to vineyards and open valley views, with
surrounding hills slowly closing in and the pace easing almost without notice.
Whitfield is small and easy to navigate, making it simple to settle in and enjoy
the day without overplanning.

Most visitors begin at Hobbledehoy Café, a long-time local favourite. Coffee
is consistently good; pastries are baked fresh daily and tend to sell out early.
It's the kind of place where sitting a little longer is quietly encouraged.

A short wander around town gives a sense of Whitfield. It doesn’t take long,
and that’s part of the appeal, particularly when the day is centred on food and
wine rather than ticking off attractions.

Lunch to Mid-Afternoon: King Valley at the Table

Cellar doors sit just minutes from town, making it easy to head out without
long drives. Many are family-run, with tastings led by the people who make
the wine.

Lunch at Darling_Estate is a popular choice for good reason. The winery’s
striking new cellar door offers generous share-style plates that pair naturally
with their wines and suit a long, unhurried lunch.

Nearby, Gracebrook Wines offers a different but equally memorable
experience, with paddock-to-plate meals served from a beautifully restored
original stable. On weekends especially, lunch often drifts well into the
afternoon, with no pressure to move on.

Late Afternoon: A Break Before Dinner

After a long lunch, Whitfield offers easy ways to reset the pace. Powers
Lookout is a short drive to an accessible viewing point with wide valley
views.

Paradise Falls is reached via a 500-metre walk down a rock staircase,
leading to a cool, fern-filled pool at the base of the falls. After rain, water
spills gently over the rock face, creating a surprisingly lush pocket of the
High Country.

Back in town, the shared walking and cycling path follows the King River,
where a swim is sometimes possible in warmer months.


https://www.visitwangaratta.com.au/Home
https://www.visitwangaratta.com.au/ATDW/Attractions/Darling-Estate-Wines-5ccceb3bff85f2eb18dda0c7
https://www.gracebrook.com.au/
https://www.visitwangaratta.com.au/ATDW/Attractions/Powers-Lookout-5f0113c658baf594597c5fd0
https://www.visitwangaratta.com.au/ATDW/Attractions/Powers-Lookout-5f0113c658baf594597c5fd0
https://www.visitwangaratta.com.au/ATDW/Attractions/Paradise-Falls-5f010ec10839ec445940826e

Evening: Dinner and Staying Nearby

Dinner at the Mountain View Hotel rounds out the day with ease. The
menu champions fresh, seasonal produce, the wine list leans local, and
no one is in a hurry.

Set among established gardens and mature trees, the beer garden shifts
with the seasons, with fireside warmth in winter and creekside tables in
warmer months. Staying overnight lets the evening unfold naturally:
dinner, a second glass, and a short walk back to where you’re staying.

Day Two: An Easy Morning and a Good Way to Leave

Morning: Lingering a Little Longer

Mornings in Whitfield are calm. Breakfast might be back at a favourite café or
at your accommodation while mist lifts from the hills and the village comes
gently back to life.

If the day is warm, there’s even time for a refreshing dip in the King River, the
kind of simple pleasure best enjoyed slowly. There’s time to pick up
something local, or return to a cellar door for the bottle you didn’t quite
commit to the day before.

Late Morning: Making the Drive Home Part of the
Experience

When it's time to leave, the drive home becomes a final extension of the
weekend. Via Mansfield, the scenic route winds through farming country
dotted with roadside stalls and farm gates, where walnuts, jams and
seasonal produce often appear.

Via the Hume Freeway, lingering a little longer in the King_ Valley feels
easy. This route lends itself to revisiting cellar doors along Prosecco Road,
stopping at King_River Brewing, or detouring through Milawa to stock up
on artisan breads, award-winning cheeses and locally made mustards.

Each option adds one last local stop without stretching the journey, a
chance to carry a little of the region with you.

Drive safely, and until next time...ciao


https://www.visitwangaratta.com.au/ATDW/Attractions/Mountain-View-Hotel-56b256d1d270154b45556790
https://www.visitwangaratta.com.au/See-Do/Food-Wine/Wineries
https://www.visitwangaratta.com.au/Explore/King-Valley
https://www.winesofthekingvalley.com.au/king-valley-prosecco-road/
https://www.visitwangaratta.com.au/ATDW/Attractions/King-River-Brewing-597ebad90ab64da10169b731
https://www.visitwangaratta.com.au/Explore/Milawa
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